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SHARING THE GOSPEL ¢« EQUIPPING THE CHURCH « HELPING THE FORGOTTEN

A NEW ERA!

Your Gifts are
Supporting Biblical
Leaders in the Former
Soviet Union

INSIDE. REASONS
TO REJOICE

¢ Do you know a prodigal?
Don't give up!

¢ Her mom didn’t
recognize her!

¢ 4 seminaries go all-out
to transform nations

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit . . . (MATTHEW 28:19)
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A Prodigal Son Comes Home
SGA Partners Help Prepare Him
for Fruitful Ministry

By Azimhan
Almaty Bible Institute Student

was born in March 1993 in southern Kazakhstan.

I grew up in a family where my mother was a
Christian believer. However, my father rejected the
faith for a long time and even persecuted my mother

"I began to have a deep desire
to study God’s Word, and the
door opened for me to study at
Almaty Bible Institute.”

for her faith. But later on, he repented and gave his
life to Jesus too. Growing up, I watched their lives
and saw what it meant to be Christians. My father
had a very difficult experience in this world.

My parents used to take me to church all the
time and they taught me Christian knowledge.

Azimhan is involved with youth and camp ministry.

However, when I
became a teenager I
left the church and
decided to live in the
world. But when I
turned 19, the Lord
began actively
working in my life. I

tried to apply myself
to study and prepare

Azimhan

for life but was

unsuccessful. I began to think very seriously about my
condition and spiritual state. You could see that my
way of life was so much like how my father had lived a
long time ago, and I knew where I would end up if
this continued. I also remembered how my mother
lived and decided to go to a Christian camp.

This camps theme was “The Word of Living”
God worked in my heart as I heard the sermons, and
at the last day of the camp an invitation was given to
repent. I responded, and the changes in my life were
very visible. Afterward, I attended a local Bible school
and the Lord continued His work in my life and
character. Next, I returned home and began to
minister with a Kazakh-speaking group. I began to
have a deep desire to study God’s Word, and the door
opened for me to study at Almaty Bible Institute. I
expect to graduate in 2019.

As I study, I am involved in developing a
ministry to Turkic peoples, as well as street and tent
evangelism, youth ministry, and camp ministry. I
preach and participate in discipleship groups as well.
Studying at Almaty is very helpful to me and helps me
continue deep study into the Word of God. ¢



The Most Memorable Day in the Life of the Team!
Joyful News from a Summer Camp

From the Brest region in Belarus

With your help, a lot of teenagers came to our
camp sessions and they were interested in
learning about their need for salvation. After we
prayed with them and most of them had left, a
young boy named Denis came running up. He
wanted to know if foul language was a sin and how
he could be rid of the habit. After we talked for a
while, he prayed and ran off again, but I saw tears
in his eyes. At the evening camp service, Denis
repented and trusted in Christ!

Denis

Nastya is from a non-believing family. Her mother
told us that Nastya was uncontrollable, did poorly at
school, her room was in disarray, she was both

"Her mother said she didn’t
recognize her child!”

insolent and profane. But that evening, Nastya also
repented. She enjoyed the camp more than she had
enjoyed her family’s trip to Spain and the UAR. She
couldn't stop telling her mother about all that had
taken place at camp, and her mother said she didn’t
recognize her child!

Another boy named Stepan came to camp. We
could tell by the seriousness of his questions that
God was at work in him. He was saved that evening,

to the joy of his sister Azniv, who is one of our team
members. She had been praying for her brother that
day. But the very next day, Azniv was killed in an

automobile accident. Please pray for Stepan and the

rest of the family as they
deal with this tragedy.

In all, there were
12 girls and three boys
who repented at the
camps evening meeting.
Words cannot describe
this, and it was the
most memorable day in
the life of our children’s
ministry team. Now
these children are part
of our Youth Center

Stepan

church team, and we meet every Saturday for
fellowship. Dear friends, thank you for providing
children’s Bibles and other literature for our camp,
and for your prayers and financial support!




Your Gifts Are

Watering a Fresh

Crop of Brave
Biblical Leaders
in the Former
Soviet Union!

wenty-seven years ago, the Soviet Union
collapsed. That means an entire generation has

grown up with no memory of life under communism.

Tragically, the spiritual vacuum created by seven
decades of official atheism remains. The upcoming
generation is being lured by many ungodly
influences, including materialism, false religions,
drug and alcohol addiction, sexual immorality,
human trafficking, organized crime, and dangerous
cults. The challenges are different, but the
overwhelming spiritual need is just as intense.

The challenges are different,
but the overwhelming spiritual
need is just as intense.

Through your ongoing prayers and generous
support, you have helped equip the church for their
great task!

Through your gifts, you fund the training of a
fresh crop of thousands of brave biblical leaders who
are revolutionizing the advance of Christ’s kingdom
in the former USSR. This occurs through the Slavic
Gospel Association’s support of four strategic
seminaries: Irpen Biblical Seminary in Ukraine,
Novosibirsk Biblical-Theological Seminary in Russia,
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Minsk Theological Seminary in Belarus,
and Almaty Bible Institute in Kazakhstan.
Together, these biblically sound
schools are preparing the next generation

of men to serve as pastors, missionaries,
and church planters, women for children’s
and women’s ministry, and urgently
needed worship and church music leaders.

Here are a few key developments
over the past year that you helped make
possible:

LA

Minsk Theological
Seminary

Irpen Biblical
Seminary

Novosibirsk Biblical-
Theological Seminary

Almaty
Bible Institute

« Novosibirsk Biblical-Theological
Seminary now training 86
students at four satellite locations.
This is in addition to the 82 students now
enrolled at the main seminary campus. The
four satellites offer Bachelor of Divinity and
Bachelor of Theology degrees.

o Four Antioch Initiative courses have been
taught at Yakutsk in Far East Russia with 45
students enrolled.

« A total of 15 students graduated from
Antioch training in Irkutsk.

» Graduate-level biblical counseling program

SGA supports 4 biblically sound seminaries in the former Soviet Union.

at Novosibirsk with 17 students enrolled.
o Certificate-level biblical counseling program
started in Irkutsk with 25 students enrolled.
Thank you for making God’s kingdom your
priority! And for your commitment to making this
truth lived out in the former USSR: “All Scripture is
inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness,
so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped
for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Seminary students will go on to serve in all areas of church ministry.



Changed Lives Lead
to More Changed Lives

ministry training program in Cherkassy for 4 years.
Then in 2012, I entered a ThD program and after
completing it, went into an MDiv program.

Sergei Yakimenko
Graduate Student of Irpen Biblical Seminary

I received Jesus Christ
as my Lord and
Savior in April of 1992.
But God had been
directing me toward
repentance long before.
I had been working in
Far East Russia as a
mine blaster, when one
day an explosion went
off with me nearby.

At that moment, my
sinful life passed before me, and I started to look for
answers to questions that worried me.

It wasn't long before I met believers and asked
them for something to read. They gave me a New
Testament and I started to read it. I realized right away
that the words of Scripture were very important
words, and the Holy Spirit was touching my heart. I
was invited to a gathering of believers and began
going along with them. On my fourth visit, I went
with the intention to pray and receive Christ. But my
wife did not yet know the Lord.

For the next seven years, I prayed about my
wife’s repentance. We ended up being on the verge of
divorce, but then she repented also and that had great
impact on my parents. They knew of the difficulties in
our marriage, so when my parents saw her changed
life it influenced them strongly.

When I became a Christian, I had a strong desire
to mature spiritually and have a Christian education. I
enrolled in various distance-learning courses and
programs. Then in 2000 on my pastor’s advice, I
entered the Pastoral Ministry track at Irpen Biblical
Seminary, graduating in 2004. Because of family
matters, I was not able to continue my education at
the Irpen campus, but I studied through a regional

Sergei Yakimenko
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"When I became a Christian,
I had a strong desire to
mature spiritually and have
a Christian education.”

My time at Irpen laid a good theological
foundation, which helps me to discern false teachings
and stand firmly on guard of the church that has been
entrusted to me by the Lord. The resources and
knowledge I obtained help me to better prepare
sermons, and it was beneficial for my spiritual growth
to have fellowship with instructors and other students.

Today I am a pastor in Bobritsa, which is in the
Cherkassy region of Ukraine. In our church we have
Sunday school for children, Bible study and prayer

meetings. I participate
in holding a small
group in Kaniv and
preach in other
churches when
needed. Whenever we
organize local training
programs, I teach
there. During the
summer I organize
children’s and youth
camps and
evangelistic events.
We are also engaged
in social ministry
helping elderly people
and local schools. ¢

Sergei teaching children at
Sunday school.
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PLEASE PRAY!
Kazakhstan Eying
Harsher Religion Laws

Kazakhstan's Senate recently passed new, wide-
ranging, and restrictive amendments to the country’s
religion law and up to 11 other related measures.
Forum 18 reports that the new amendments impose
more restrictions on parents’ and children’s freedom
to come to worship meetings and teach beliefs, more

restrictions and punishments for teaching religion

~\

without state permission, and possibly stepping up
confiscation of religious literature that does not pass
compulsory state censorship requirements. The
amendments now go back to the lower house of the
Kazakh parliament, and if adopted there, to President
Nursultan Nazarbaev for signature.

It is disturbing to see these steady, incremental
steps of governments across the former Soviet Union
to increase pressure on evangelical churches and
freedom of religion in general. The pressure is the
most severe in Central Asian republics like
Kazakhstan, but also exists in Caucasus nations like
Azerbaijan and other Muslim-dominant regions.
Please keep our brothers and sisters in these regions
in prayer, and ask the Lord to grant SGA wisdom on
how we can best support their ministries in the face
of growing pressure.

the other opportunities God is opening.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

We're seeing rapidly multiplying open doors that are greatly exceeding the numbers of equipped
ministers in the former USSR, often despite persecution in many of these nations. Churches are
spreading. Opportunities for evangelism and discipleship are opening across these nations. Yet
hundreds of churches have no dedicated pastor. So SGA plans to increase funding of four strategic
seminaries in Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus.

At the same time, we need funding as our Immanuel’s Child and Orphans Reborn outreaches
increase those who come to need follow-up for evangelism or discipleship. And all that—in addition to

So please consider a generous year-end gift as the Lord opens doors. SGA needs to finish 2018
strongly—on track with our carefully-planned budget projections. This will enable us to start 2019
strongly and equip churches in the former USSR to minister to more people! Just use the enclosed reply
slip to send your gift. Thank you and God bless you!




Canadian Connection

o matter our age or state in life, we can learn in one way or another.
As a grandparent, it is exciting for me to see the grandkids in school

learning and growing. We as adults continue to learn through classroom and
conference instruction.

In 2 Timothy 3.7, it states that some were . .. always learning but never
able to acknowledge the truth. The Apostle Paul wanted to ensure people in
his circle of influence were receiving instruction that was correct. John 8:32
says . . . The truth will set you free. The freedom Jesus offers is a spiritual
freedom from the bondage of sin and entrance into the family of God.

This is the message we proclaim throughout the ministries in the
former Soviet Union. No matter where our workers find themselves, the
desire is to share the Gospel of freedom and truth. We help them receive a
strong biblical education so that they can in turn “Equip the Church” and
“Help the Forgotten”

Another of our schools we
support that is not mentioned
in the previous articles is the
Ukrainian Baptist Theological
Seminary in Lviv, Ukraine. Here
in Canada, we have contributed
to a sizable building program
due to a huge increase in enrollment. This school, under the leadership of
Slavik Pyzh, has developed some unique methods of instruction and practical
service in ministry. This fall the student body has 280 new students with a
total enrolment of over 700.

Summer camp reports are coming in to our office with life-changing
stories. The Immanuel’s Child Christmas stars are being sent overseas from
all across Canada. This effective outreach concept has touched thousands of
lives while meeting some very personal needs. Your gifts in each stream of
ministry are so appreciated and vital.

Hardship and persecution in various forms is simply part of living as a
Christ follower in this part of the world. We are well aware that the Gospel is
resisted in most countries including our own. However, we know that God’s
Word will not be suppressed and we are called to be His witnesses going
forth in His strength.

May all who come behind us find us faithful.

Bill Ball
Executive Director, SGA/Canada
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A Bridge of Hope

Good News Report is published to
report religious news about Russia, the
rest of the CIS and the ministries of:

Slavic Gospel Association Canada
766 Hespeler Road, Suite #204
Cambridge, ON N3H 5L8
www.sgacanada.ca

E-mail: info@sgacanada.ca
Phone: 519-621-3553

Fax:  519-621-7571

To start, cancel or change the mailing
address on your subscription to Good
News Report, please send your name,
your old address, and your new address
to the address listed above. Please allow
six to eight weeks for the fulfillment of
your request.

International Offices

Loves Park, USA

Noble Park, Australia
Eastbourne, England
North Shore, New Zealand

Canadian Board of Directors

Andrew Hall, Chairman

Viacheslav Kutsiuruba, Vice Chairman
Dan Ciona, Secretary/Treasurer

Ivan Barber

Andrew Beckman

Paul Kristensen

Volodymyr Makyeyev

Michael Johnson

Bill Ball, Executive Director

SGA is a member of: Canadian
Council of Christian Charities

c\L o/ Ch,
o R/J}/

* ST vy

N
\%
Op ™
Accountt




